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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text55: 100
	Text56: The College continues to reduce its volume of printed publications; for those still needed, it is the policy of College Communications to purchase 100% recycled FSC-certified paper as much as possible (almost all instances). 
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	Text74: Yes. Within the Hampshire College 2001 Sustainable Campus Plan, the plan's mission is to: "Advance the college’s distinctive educational program by modeling how the campus and community can be a laboratory for experimentation and demonstration of sustainable development principles; "Strengthen the college as an educational enterprise that is itself sustainable, qualitatively and financially."Plan www.hampshire.edu/archives/8173.htm#47c
	Text75: Yes, Hampshire has an Environmental Committee chaired by a professor and comprised of faculty, students, staff, and administrators. Committee membership is determined by a combination of elected and appointed positions.Partial employer of the Five College Recycling Coordinator (full-time among campuses).
	Text76: Yes, the College is in the process of drafting a Climate Action Plan as a member of the College and University Presidents' Climate Commitment.
	Text77: Yes. The college recently completed its second greenhouse-gas-emissions audit. 
	Text78: Yes, Hampshire has achieved an 8% reduction in total annual carbon emissions since 2004. Our 2009 emissions: 8,570 MTCDE, or approximately one-third lower than the national average of 15.07 MTCDE.Energy reductions information www.hampshire.edu/offices/14460.htm
	Text79: Hampshire is currently updating its investment policy and socially responsible investment (SRI) policy, which will be made available online.
	Text80: The Committee at Hampshire on Investing Responsibility (CHOIR) reviews College investment activity for compliance with our socially responsible investment policy. Issues requiring action are sent on to the Board of Trustees. A recent action involved divesting from a State Street mutual fund whose portfolio was inconsistent with the SRI policy and reinvesting those assets in a custom, new fund managed by Parametric. Parametric utilizes various social screens provided by Riskmetrics — among the most rigorous and far-reaching of ESG (environmental, social, governance) screens.
	Text81: The College has established its own fund, Parametric SRI Large Cap Core Account, managed by Parametric. Parametric tracks the S&P 500 but utilizes social screens provided by Riskmetrics — among the most rigorous and far-reaching of ESG screens — to eliminate ESG insensitive companies.  The College also invests in the Boston Common International Social Fund, a fund that uses its own rigorous social screens to exclude ESG insensitive companies. A profile of a new addition to the fund follows:Social Profile: Henkel has launched a brand of household cleaners, Terra Activ, with 85% of ingredients based on renewable, raw materials. Palm kernel oil used in the product is purchased from certified sustainable cultivation palm oil plantations. The company also developed a wastewater-free process for Volkswagen, which included a readily biodegradable, solvent-free, surfactant-based cleaner. Henkel has initiated programs to reduce carbon emissions across its global factory base by modernizing plants, optimizing production processes, and converting heating systems from oil to gas. From 2004-2008, the company reduced waste by 30%, energy use by 6%, water use by 35%, and occupational accidents by 63%.
	Text82: Local Foods Initiative hampedia.org/wiki/Local_Foods_Initiative (Organizes Local Foods Fall Feast all-campus meal, Spring Jam food, campus education).       Community Garden hampedia.org/wiki/Community_Garden (Individual/communal plots located near the center of campus).        Friends of Fermentation hampedia.org/wiki/Friends_of_Fermentation.      UseLESS group.Mixed Nuts Coop https://hampedia.org/wiki/Mixed_Nuts.          NEW LEAF hampedia.org/wiki/New_Leaf  (Work w/ Mass Leadership Campaign for passage of bill, 100% clean electricity in state; education at new stdt orientation (mug for each, in lieu of plastic); work w/ Local Foods intern on waste reduction in dining hall).      350 campaign (Climate crisis sleep-outs on campus, Amherst & Boston Commons). International Lemelson appropriate technology projects: www.hampshire.edu/lemelson/14001.htm.
	Text83: (cont'd, too little space!) In the past 2 years, we have had 55+ students earn degrees with environmental- or sustainability-related yearlong senior projects, eg/titles: Wellness Housing Cooperative: Affordable, nontoxic living for low-income people with HIV-AIDS. Macroalgae as alternative nursery habitat for juvenile blue crabs. Biomass energy. Food and Identity: Creation of a Community Cookbook. Remediation techniques for groundwater perchlorate contamination. Entering & Sustaining Growth in the Globalized Economy. Fueling Change: A Case for Local Biodiesel Production. The Rural Wilderness.
	Text84: Yes, in our 2001 Sustainable Master Plan, the College identified approximately 300 acres to be preserved for forest and agriculture use: forested areas are used for teaching by the College's School of Natural Science; the remainder of this identified land is used as a working farm. The Hampshire College Farm Center is a research, education, and outreach facility dedicated to sustainable agriculture. It is used as a learning laboratory for students interested in agriculture, sustainability, environmental studies, and other fields, as well as being home to the College's CSA program.Farm Center www.hampshire.edu/academics/5728.htm
	Text85: Yes, the College adheres to indoor air-quality guidelines established by local and state regulations, and is monitored through its energy management system and by its Manager of Environmental Health & Safety. The College uses nontoxic cleaning supplies. This practice is monitored by our Manager of Custodial Services.
	Text86: Yes, Hampshire's Outdoors Program and Recreational Athletics (OPRA) offers an extensive array of courses, off-campus opportunities, and extracurricular activities  OPRA www.hampshire.edu/studentlife/index_opra.htmOPRA Facebook www.facebook.com/pages/Amherst-MA/Hampshire-College-OPRA/145202276856Five College Outdoor Festival http://www.hampshire.edu/opra/10139.htmAdditionally, academic courses often include outdoor and field-learning experiences.
	Text87: The College received a grant to renovate a structure within its Arts Village and to install photo voltaic panels that will produce approximately 47 kilowatts of electricity annually. The structure was previously used in the early 1970s to support solar hot water collectors as an educational experiment ("reuse" of the existing structure is a sustainability priority for the project). There will also be monitoring of the energy produced through the College's energy management system that can be accessed for educational purposes.
	Text88: See Green Hampshire pages for an overview www.hampshire.edu/discover/14408.htmEnvironmental responsibility and sustainability initiatives have been part of the culture and ethos of Hampshire College since its opening in fall 1970. Projects undertaken by institutions with far greater financial resources were often pioneered at Hampshire (developing models that then become part of the larger higher ed landscape is part of the founding philosophy and mission of Hampshire). Hampshire's flexible academic program enables professors to develop innovative courses and makes it possible for students and professors to pursue projects that could not be as easily incorporated into more traditional educational models. Examples of student projects www.hampshire.edu/discover/14425.htmFrom our Community Supported Agriculture program www.hampshire.edu/academics/5735.htm to maple syrup season, to lambing season, the Hampshire College Farm Center provides learning opportunities in agriculture, environmental studies, and sustainable living, as well as participation in ongoing research and farm enterprises. Professors incorporate the farm center into class work also. Some examples: a class picked and supplied fresh vegetables to an area WIC program and a class worked with public school elementary students—who picked vegetables from the gardens on the farm alongside college students—on nutritional analyses. www.hampshire.edu/academics/5728.htmFrom a bicycle-powered grain thresher to a vintage gasoline pump converted into a solar charging station, students and faculty working in our Lemelson Center (part of our School for Interdisciplinary Arts) develop projects related to sustainability and to appropriate technology for developing countries. www.hampshire.edu/academics/index_lemelson.htmHampshire's influence in the world—and in sustaining our world — is far larger than its size and resources would indicate: Among alumni of Hampshire College are pioneers in founding environmentally-friendly and socially-responsible businesses, with an approach that often grew directly out of work and projects completed as part of a Hampshire education. To cite but a few of our (approx. 9,000) alums, who are highly visible in the culture: founders of Stonyfield Yogurt (Gary Hirshberg), Seventh Generation (Jeffrey & Sheila Hollender), and Greasecar (a senior project in Lemelson Center, Justin Carven); recycling program director for the city of Boston (Susan Cascino); past president of the Ecological Society of America (Nancy Grimm); filmmaker of 'National Parks: America's Best Idea' (Ken Burns); and authors of 'Eco Barons' (Edward Humes, Pulitzer-winning journalist) and 'Rock, Water, Wild' (Nancy Lord, Alaska writer laureate).


